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RRG to provide access to NYS 
DEC’s May 10 hearing on CWM

Visit RRG-NY.com 
Submitted by Residents 
for Responsible Government

RRG has posted access for 
the public to watch or listen to 
the presentation of testimony at 
a New York State Department 
of Environmental Conservation 
hearing beginning Wednesday, 
May 10, regarding Chemical 
Waste Management’s application 
to site a new, 6-million-ton hazard-
ous waste and PCB landfi ll opera-
tion in the towns of Lewiston and 
Porter. 

This hearing is specifi c to the 
topic of whether a new CWM tox-
ic waste landfi ll operation would 
adversely affect the marketability 
of area agricultural products. 

This is one of several hearings 
in the past year regarding CWM 
applications, which date back to 
2003. 

Signifi cant issues include: 

√ Experts for the U.S. EPA and 
Niagara County disagree with 
CWM’s groundwater contamina-
tion model. Niagara County is rep-
resented jointly with the Town of 
Lewiston, the Village of Lewiston 
and the Village of Youngstown. 
RRG, the Niagara County Farm 
Bureau, the Lew-Port Central 
School District, Buffalo-Niagara 
River Waterkeeper and the Tus-
carora Nation are also represent-
ed in CWM proceedings along 
with a local resident.

√ Experts at Argonne National 
laboratory for the Army Corps 
of Engineers and also Niagara 
County disagree with CWM’s se-
lection of data to model contami-
nants released into the air. The 
Army Corps study comparing 
area wind data sources was com-
missioned for federal property 
adjacent to CWM.

√ CWM’s proposal to discharge 

PCBs into the Niagara River is 
disputed as illegal.

There are also major disputes 
with CWM regarding radiologi-
cal contamination on its property, 
as well as truck traffi c and noise 
models, which will be the subject 
of future hearings.

Both EPA and New York state 
have determined there is no need 
to site a new toxic waste landfi ll, 
because there are 17 other such 
operations in the U.S. with capac-
ity to handle the nation’s needs 
for the foreseeable future.

The CWM site is located 10 
miles north of Love Canal and 
one mile from all public schools 
for two towns. CWM disposal 
operations have been closed for 
nearly eight years.

Visit RRG on the web at RRG-
NY.com for instructions to access 
the hearing, or for more informa-
tion.

Niagara Pride announces 
‘Season of Pride’ events calendar

Niagara Pride has announced its 
2023 “Season of Pride,” what orga-
nizers called “a celebration of the 
LGBTQ+ community throughout 
Niagara County and all of WNY.”

Events include:
•May 20: Kicking off the list 

of festivities lined up by Niagara 
Pride is the WNY Pride 5K Fun 
Run/Walk. 

Organizers said, “We are en-
couraging participants to run, 
walk, strut or sashay across the 
fi nish line! This fun run/walk 
event is open to all! This year, we 
are thrilled to have The Buffalo 
Sabres Foundation, The Buffalo 
Bills, and The John Fiore Founda-
tion as sponsors of the event. Addi-
tionally, Wegmans will be donating 
foods for participants. As a special 
treat, this year’s WNY Pride 5k 
will have local drag legend, Blair 
Michaels, performing and music 
provided by WNY’s only LGGTQ+ 
radio station, Energy Radio.”

The event will take place at Ni-
agara County Community College, 
3111 Saunders Settlement Rd, San-
born. Preregistration for the event 
is strongly encouraged. Visit www.
WNYPride5k.org 10 days prior to 
the run/walk in order to receive a 
bib and event merch to wear dur-
ing the Pride 5K. Registration will 
take place the day of the event.

Niagara Pride is offering a spe-
cial discount for the WNY Pride 
5k: Students with ID, or veterans 
and active military, or seniors ages 
55-plus can participate for $10. 

Additionally, volunteers are wel-
come. Organizers said, “We need 
a number of volunteers to help out 
with set up, check in, water distri-
bution, clean up.” 

To register as a volunteer, visit 
https://forms.of fice.com/r/us-
8qZdmxu2.

•June 1: Pride fl ag-raising cer-
emonies will be held across Niag-
ara County, at Artpark in Lewiston 
(9:30 a.m.), Niagara Falls State 
Park (10:30 a.m. near the Top of 
the Falls Restaurant at Terrapin 
Point on Goat Island), Niagara 
Falls City Hall (11:30 a.m.), NCCC 
(1 p.m. inside the Learning Com-
mons) and City of Lockport (3:30 
p.m. near City Hall and the Erie 

Canal).
•June 1-30 – “WNY Shopping 

With Pride” highlights local LG-
BTQ+ and ally owned businesses. 
Check them out on www.wnyshop-
pingwithpride.org.

•June 4 – Niagara Pride at the 
Buffalo Pride Parade. Organiz-
ers said, “Walk/ride with Niagara 
Pride as we represent Niagara 
County in the 2023 Buffalo Pride 
Parade. Meet us at 8 a.m. at Buf-
falo State.” The parade kicks off at 
noon.

•June 10 – Newfane Pride. Or-
ganizers said, “Join us and our 
hosts, Calhoon’s Pub, as we cel-
ebrate pride in Newfane for the 
second year in row!” Visit https://
facebook.com/events/s/newfane-
pride/1137875600223928/?mibex
tid=tejx2t.

•June 17 – Oliver Street Pride. 
Organizers said, “Pride in North 
Tonawanda is back! Join Oliver 
Street Merchant Association 
and Niagara Pride at this amaz-
ing festival in its third year!” 
Visit https://facebook.com/
events/s/3rd-annual-oliver-street-
pride/3108432966117624/.

•June 24 – Rainbow City Pride 
(The Offi cial Pride of Niagara 
Falls, NY). Pride comes back to 
Niagara Falls, as Rainbow City 
Pride will be on Old Falls Street 
in front of the Convention Center 
from noon to 5 p.m. 

Organizers said, “Join Old Falls 
Street and Niagara Pride as we 
bring drag performers from Di-

vasWho!; The Buffalo Gay Men’s 
Chorus; various local vendors; 
meet superheroes from The Jus-
tice League of WNY; representa-
tives from other WNY Pride orga-
nizations; unicorn-drawn carriage 
rides; and other pride festivities to 
the Rainbow City! The best part: 
It’s all free of charge! For more 
information, go to: https://face-
book.com/events/s/rainbow-city-
pride-the-offi cia/55340874359769
1/?mibextid=tejx2t.

The paper industry plants more than 
it harvests and today there are 25% 
more trees in the developed world 
than in 1900. Paper is biodegradable, 
renewable, and sustainable. Growing 
and harvesting trees provides jobs 
while forestry plantations provide 
clean air, clean water, wildlife habitat 
and carbon storage. A decline in the 
demand for paper products risks a 
decline in sustainable managed re-
growth forests. Use print, it is tangible, 
it is eff ective in getting your message 
across and when recycled it will 
come back to us as paper or board. 
In 1992 there was 360% more wood 
in the forest than in 1920. 60% of 
paper today is recycled compared to 
18% of electronic devices. Reading a 
newspaper everyday spends 20% less 
carbon-dioxide than reading an online 
news source for 30 minutes a day.
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